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MISSION 

 Improving the lives of children and families, and  

helping Apex Clubs Build Better Communities 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Apex Australia National President 2019/2020, Michael Godfrey,            

receiving a donation of $ 25,000 for the Apex Bushfire Fund from 

Apex Foundation Chairman, Tony Wilshire 

----------------------------- 
 

 
Changed the world 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 

2020 
 

 
 

Apex was formed during the Great Depression and no one reading my report in 2020 could 
imagine how catastrophic these times were, with the suffering experienced by so many far 
and wide.  
 
It is with mixed emotions that I write this report conveying to our members, supporters and 
partners an overview of the Apex Foundation activities over the past 12 months. After 
taking on the Chairman’s role a year ago, one could have never foreseen the huge bushfires 
that were about to encompass many parts of Australia, and the pandemic that would 
completely change the world, and the considerable impact that these events have had on us 
all, and the Foundation. This report is a bit long-winded, but I wanted to paint a picture of 
how our Directors have been to the fore, and to express my sincere gratitude for their 
unwavering support. 
 
As Chairman, I wanted to further engage with Apex Clubs and to do our utmost to support 
Apex Clubs around Australia. It is very important to always remember our roots.  
Thus our Mission:  

Improving the lives of children and families, 
and helping Apex Clubs build better communities. 

 
The bushfires that ravaged Australia over the summer of 2019/20 were some of worst fires 
that the country has experienced. The Apex Foundation teamed up with Apex Australia to 
instigate a Bushfire Appeal. The Foundation agreed to match dollar for dollar up to $25,000. 
The end result was that in excess of $57,000 was raised, and these funds were utilised by 
Apex Clubs in Bairnsdale, Kadina, Traralgon, Beaufort, Gawler, South Wagga Wagga, and on 
the Darling Downs in their efforts to help those impacted. Our Company Secretary, Mike, 
also worked tirelessly in recovery work throughout NSW for four months, helping out the 
Office of Emergency Management. The bushfires, along with other natural disasters have 
also had a considerable impact on our insurance premiums, resulting in an increase of over 
$10,000 this year. 
 
The Apex Underprivileged Children’s Trust was very much impacted:  

Apex Magic Castle – Following last year finishing on a high with the 40th birthday 
celebrations and the NSW government donating $20,000, plus the signing of a new 15-year 



3 

 

AON Tower, Level 5, 201 Kent Street, Sydney, NSW 2000, Tel: 02 9253 7775 
Email: info@apexfoundation.org.au     Website: www.apexfoundation.org.au 

 

lease, the lows started with the Chalet very close to being lost due to bushfires; which  
resulted in cancelled Apex work parties. Then the arrival of Covid-19 led to this facility being 
closed for the remainder of this calendar year. Hopefully, 2021 will see those smiling happy 
faces back at the magical place, and our Director, Jamie, resting a bit easier! 

The Shack – The bushfires all but eliminated visitors over the Christmas holiday period, and 
Covid-19 dictated that the units were locked down for four months. The hands-on actions of 
Brian to have the units reopened was huge. 

During this upheaval, Kristine Vincent passed away in March after a long illness. Kris made 
an enormous contribution during the establishment of the SHACK, and for the following 20-
plus years. Both Kris and husband Ray worked tirelessly in its management. The Foundation 
and all the underprivileged children and their families who have utilised this fantastic venue 
will be forever indebted to Kristine Vincent. 

Copper Coast Retreats- The four holiday units at Wallaroo in South Australia were closed 
from March to June due to Covid-19. Bookings have now reopened through Cancer Council 
SA. The funding of these units comes from the iconic annual October Postie Bike Ride in the 
Flinders Ranges. The 2019 ride was most successful with $180,000 being raised, taking the 
total past $1,100,000. The Sawleys and all Mid North Apex Clubs did an incredible job, and 
our thanks go to all those involved there. 
 
The Apex Foundation Community Fund was previously known as the General Grants Fund 
and then the Necessitous Circumstances Trust. We have widened its appeal and have 
named it more appropriately The Apex Foundation Community Fund. We have already 
distributed more than $4,900 to Apex Clubs this year to help them in their local 
communities. We are always looking for innovative projects through which we can help 
raise the profile of the Fund, and to support Apex Clubs with their local projects. 
 
Share market downturn has impacted our financial position, which resulted in the Board 
deciding to critically reduce the grants made, and trim our costs. Besides the Community 
Fund, grants are made for medical research and charitable causes, along with those 
supporting under privileged children via our three Civilian Widows Trusts. The Foundation 
made the third and final $25,000 grant to the Juvenile Diabetes Research Fund. The Board 
has made a decision to consider future medical research grants which will engage the 
involvement of Apex Clubs.  
 
Over the past 12 months, the Queensland Civilian Widows Trust has made grants totalling 
$51,000. Of these, $21,000 were instigated through local Apex Clubs. Likewise in WA, grants 
totalled $16,000, of which $9,000 involved Apex Clubs. The NSW Civilian Widows Trust saw 
two of our subcommittee members, Lizette McCallum (ill health) and Geoffrey Atherden, 
resign. On behalf of the Board, I would like to convey to Lizette and Geoffrey our 
appreciation for the huge contribution they have both made over many, many years. 
 
After excellent returns in recent years, the 2019/20 financial year was very difficult with 
very low interest rates and a Covid-19 induced share market correction. However, while the 
share market was down 12% for the year, our portfolio was down less than 5%. The return 
reflected the diversification and quality of our investments, and we appreciate how the 
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Investment Chair, Lindsay and Brian, have addressed this, along with the Investment Team 
at Shaw and Partners, very ably led by James Gerrish. Not only did James host our last AGM, 
but he and his work colleague, Harry, participated in the Postie Bike Ride, and raised 
$30,000 and they have raised another $20,000 in the current year. 
 
Stephen Bigarelli who is our Finance Director, advises that our distributions from Trusts 
have gone from a positive $661,000 in the 2019 year to a negative $426,000 in 2020. Our 
overall trust value has declined from $9,446.000 to $8,812,000 in 2020, a reduction of 6.7%. 
We have been able to access the Federal Government’s Job Keepers programme and other 
stimulus packages. 
 
There are so many to thank for their huge contributions: Mike and Brian for the work they 
did with re-writing all the by-laws; Lindsay with the three newsletters; Lindsay and Jamie 
with the work completed with membership and the new marketing brochure; Michael 
Godfrey (particularly with the bushfire piece) and Bethany Paterson with their contribution 
on an Association perspective; and it was great to have people on our Board such as John 
and Graham, who were always giving when I was looking for some advice. 
 
We have been very fortunate to have our Executive Officer, Clement Fernandez. His work 
ethic, honesty, adaptability is second to none. Clement readily accepted all the obstacles 
borne by Covid-19. Thanks Clement for your loyalty and commitment to myself and the 
Board. Board Meetings have been conducted utilising the online Zoom facility this year. We 
also had three extraordinary meetings at the height of Covid-19, making decisions about the 
well-being of the Foundation, our investments, and the closure/reopening of our facilities.  
As my report goes to press, we have four nominations for two Directors’ positions, thus the 
need to have an election, which is a very healthy position to be in. If you have the necessary 
skills/business acumen to add value to our Board, together with the time and dedication, I 
would love to hear from you. 
 
Finally, I need to say a huge thank you to our Company Secretary, Michael Fitze. He has 
been a tower of strength to myself. He does so much that goes unnoticed. Thank you Mike. 
 
Thanks, 
 
Tony Wilshire 
Chairman 
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APEX FOUNDATION AUSTRALIA 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019/2020 
 

The strategic and management direction of the Apex Foundation is achieved by 
an honorary Board of Directors who collectively make decisions in the best 
interests of the Trusts. Under the Chairmanship of Tony Wilshire, each Board 
Member, all Directors, participate in the formal decision-making processes 
regarding allocations. 

 Anthony John Wilshire – Chairman 

 Member , Executive Committee 

 Member , Board Audit Risk Committee (BARC) 

 Director , Civilian Widows of Queensland Foundation Trust 

 Director , Association of Civilian Widows Trust of Western Australia  

 Ex officio of all Committees. 
 
Jamie Darren Vincent – Vice Chairman 

 Member ,Executive Committee 

 Director ,Underprivileged Children’s Trust Chalet Account 

 Member , Marketing and Membership Committee 

 Director , Apex Foundation Charitable Trust’s Autism Account 

 Member, Board Audit Risk Committee.  
 
Brian William Powe – Director 

 Director , Underprivileged Children’s Trust Shack Account  

 Member , Investment Committee 

 Member, Board Audit and Risk Committee 
 
Peter Michael Fitze – Company Secretary 

 Director , Apex Community Trust 

 Director ,Administration and Staffing 

 Director ,Elections 

 Member , Executive Committee 

 Member ,Board Audit and Risk Committee (BARC)  

 Member, Corporate Governance Committee. 
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2019/2020 continued  

Stephen Lineo Bigarelli – Finance Director 

 Member , Executive Committee 

 Chairman , Board Audit and Risk Committee (BARC) 

 Member,  Investments Committee 

 Governance Committee  

 Director , Fine Arts Trust 
 
Lindsay Murray Carthew – Director 

 Director ,Apex Foundation Charitable Trust’s Cranio Facial Account 

 Director ,Underprivileged Children’s Trust Copper Coast Account 

 Member, Board Audit Risk Committee (BARC) 

 Chairman ,Marketing and Membership Committee 

 Chairman, Investment Committee.  
 
Graham Martin Cassidy – Director 

 Member of the Marketing and Membership Committee 

 Director , Apex Foundation Children’s Cancer Account,  

 Director, Diabetes Account and  

 Director, Melanoma Account  

 Director, New South Wales Civilians Widows Account. 
 
John Charles King – External Director 

 Chairman ,Corporate Governance Committee 
 
APEX LIAISON 
Neal Benjamin Molineaux  – Association Director (to 2 October 2019)  
Michael Kristen Godfrey     – Association Director (2 October 2019 to June 2020)  
Bethany Paterson                – Association Director (24 July 2020 onwards)  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Value of Service provided over the years 
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Respite  

Centre 

Years 

*** 

Occupancy 

**** 

Days 

 used up to 

 June 2020 

Approx 

 guests 

pa 

Value ($)  of 

service for 

 the year  

Value ($) of 

service since 

inception 

ACCR***** 5.5 767 3,835 788 137,900 692,920 

Shack 28 4,771 18,535 472 113,640 4,326,639 

Chalet 41 40,786 * 9,474 1,308 ** 192,300 6,107,854 

Total   31,844 2,568 443,840 11,127,413 

*        Represents the number of occupants and not families 

**      Represents bed nights 

***    Years - period used 

****  Occupancy – Number of families that used the facility over the years  

***** ACCR - Apex Copper Coast Retreat 

___________________________________________ 

Trusts/Cause/Funding  
The table below shows the funding in the year 

2019 - 2020 and from inception to date: 

 
Trusts/Cause Year  

started 

Number  

of years 

Grants ($) 

To date 

Grants ($) 

2019/2020  

Apex Charitable Trust - Autism 1970 50 522,023  

Apex Charitable Trust - Cancer 1978 42 2,288,467  

Apex Charitable Trust - Craniofacial 1983 37 2,655,283  

Apex Charitable Trust - Diabetes 1985 35 1,365,565 25,000 

Apex Charitable Trust – Melanoma 1988 32 1,154,768  

Civilians Widows Trust 2005 15 633,860 67,477 

Fine Arts 1980 40 282,633  

Apex Foundation Community Fund 1977 43 316,071 31,050 

Trusts not active   1,041,136  

Total   10,259,806 123,527 
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HOW CAN YOU HELP US? 
Every donation received helps us to continue the fantastic work of the Foundation. If 

you are doing your Will, why not leave a little something for the Foundation and also 

help the great work Apexians do in our community. Please refer to our website on 

how you can donate or send an email to eo@apexfoundation.org.au for details. 

REMEMBER US IN YOUR WILL 

If you would like to leave ‘something for Apex’ why not consider a bequest 

to; The APEX FOUNDATION COMMUNITY FUND or 

The APEX FOUNDATION CHARITABLE GENERAL TRUST. 

Funds from both of these trusts can go to Apex Club projects. 

For more information, please see our website 

https://www.apexfoundation.org.au/get-involved/donate, 

Or contact 

Clement Fernandez, our Executive Officer. 

eo@apexfoundation.org.au 

We can tailor something especially for you. 

 

__________________________________________________________ 

Our Patrons  

              

     Honourable John Howard OM, AC            Jim Hughes AM 


