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FROM THE CHAIRMAN 

Welcome to this, the Apex Foundation’s newsletter for 2019 and the first one with 

me as Chairman.  

Firstly, I would like to use this publication to pay tribute to my predecessor, Brian 

Powe, as these very important milestones were met under his stewardship: - 

 The purchase of a $33,000 minivan for the Aspect Special School on the Central 

Coast NSW. 

 Passing $1.1m raised by the Apex Outback Postie Bike Ride, and the completion 

of a fourth unit at the Copper Coast Retreat SA. 

 New Apex Foundation constitution written. 

 40th anniversary of the completion of the Magic Castle NSW. 

Over the next 12 months it is your Board’s aim to gain even closer ties with the 

Association and to very proactively assist all the Apex Clubs with their endeavours.  

Working close to their National Board, and our ongoing relationship with Apex 40 are 

both very important. 

Also, it is my intention to seriously look at the makeup of our Board. There are some 

directors who will be calling time on their directorship with the Foundation over the 

next few years. To this end, I would love to hear from any members who would like 

to become a Director. If any of you can see yourself as a Director, please ring me. 

In closing, I would like convey the season’s best wishes to everyone. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Tony Wilshire 

  



APEX FOUNDATION AUSTRALIA e-Newsletter December 2019 –Christmas Edition 

2 
 

EDITORIAL 

I am humbled by the opportunity to produce another newsletter outlining the 

tremendous work that the Apex Foundation has and continues to deliver. This 

newsletter only contains the major achievements, but the behind-the-scenes work 

conducted on a voluntary basis is unequalled in a community service organisation. 

Congratulations to the past Board Members on a very successful year and looking 

forward to helping the new Board achieve more milestones in the coming year. 

Merry Christmas to all, and wising all readers a very happy and prosperous New Year. 

Your contributions can be sent to the Editor by email to eo@apexfoundation.org.au 
or by mail to the Apex Foundation Level 5, 201, Kent Street, Sydney 2000. 

 

Yours in Apex 

Clement Fernandez 

Executive Officer 

 

 

 

 

-------------------------------------------------------------- 

Are you about to do your Will? 

Would you like to leave something for Apex? 

Apex has done so many good things over the years. The Apex Foundation continues 

on the work from past-Apexians and directly supports Apex Club initiatives and 

projects. 

If you would like to leave “something for Apex” why not consider a bequest to the 

Apex Foundation Community Fund or the Apex Foundation Charitable General 

Trust? 

Funds from both of these trusts can go to Apex Club projects. 

For more information, please see our website 

https://www.apexfoundation.org.au/get-involved/donate or contact Clement 

Fernandez, our Executive Officer. We can tailor something specially for you.  

Apex Foundation – Custodian of Apex’s past, vital to its future.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:eo@apexfoundation.org.au
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The Apex Children’s Chalet Turns 40 

The Magic Castle celebrates 40,000 kids 

  
From beginning to end 

It is hard to believe that one of Apex Australia’s oldest icons turned 40 this year.  On 

19 October 1979, the Apex Magic Castle was opened by the then Prime Minister, the 

Hon Malcolm Fraser; fittingly, that same year marked the United Nations Year of the 

Child. The Chalet was built by Apex Australia back in 1978/79 with many Apexians 

volunteering their time and travelling to Smiggin Holes in the Snowy Mountains NSW 

to help with construction. The Chalet is a 3-storey building on the ski fields at 

Smiggin Holes, with eight bedrooms capable of housing up to 23 children.  The Chalet 

has no TV, video games or wifi, as the intention is all about getting back to nature 

and encouraging kids to experience the simple joys of life. 

After thousands of hours of labour, lots of hard work and many deals done to make 

this dream come true, it has now provided nearly 40,000 Aussie children respite and 

a holiday in the snow. The Chalet provides accommodation for any sick, disabled 

and/or underprivileged children from all over Australia. It hasn’t been all peaches 

and cream as the Chalet committee has worked very hard with the help of many 

Apex clubs and their members to complete much needed maintenance and also raise 

funds to keep the facility fit for purpose. There have been too many work parties to 

name here but the one that really hits home is the 2015/16 recladding project which 

changed the face of the old girl when over 100 Apexians and their families 

volunteered over four weeks of their holidays to make this happen. 

It is through the goodwill and commitment of these members that the Magic Castle 

remains in such remarkable condition after so many blizzards and fiery hot summers, 

and continues to offer respite and comfort to those who need it.  

On 19 October 2019, about 50 Apexians, friends and supporters of the Apex Magic 
Castle helped celebrate 40 years of hard work and putting smiles on 40,000 Aussie 
kids’ faces. It was wonderful to see so many people travel from near and far, 
including five past National Presidents and two Life Governors to help celebrate a 
wonderful Apex icon. We also had three very special guests who were among the 
first children to use the Chalet and were responsible for naming it the MAGIC 
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CASTLE. The day started with some good old-fashioned Apex fellowship and some 
light refreshments. The NSW Deputy Premier, the Honourable John Barilaro, arrived 
to join in the celebrations. In his address, Mr Barilaro congratulated the Apex 
Foundation and Apex Australia for all the hard work that goes into maintaining and 
looking after the Magic Castle and generously pledged a $20,000 birthday present to 
help continue the Foundation’s work. 

The day was full of Chalet stories and reminiscing; a very moving day with heart-
warming speeches from some very special people. Past National President and Life 
Governor Graham Salter talked about when they started the Chalet in 1979 it began 
to snow and this put them back a week or so; coincidentally at the time of his speech 
40 years later, it started snowing once more. One guest related that when he was a 
child, he and his siblings would walk into the Magic Castle and all their worries and 
problems would be left at the front door. The day ended with more companionship 
and even more stories and we are all looking forward to the 50 years of the Apex 
Magic Castle in 2029. Until then, help support us and give some fun back to the 
children that really need it. 

Jamie Vincent 

Director 

    

     
Malcolm Fraser and Hon John Barilaro receiving the Apex Chalet T Shirts 
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Malcolm Fraser PM of the day and 3 

children that came to the 40th anniversary 

celebrations – Tracey, her older sister 

Suzie, and the boy Loza with Graham Salter 

who was the National President at that 

time. 

 

 

 

Messages: 

It is great news that the chalet has been going for 40 years. I was National President 

when it was opened by Malcolm Fraser. I well remember the day as we were having 

a break before continuing on to the Chalet when a commonwealth car flashed past 

at great speed. Apparently Mr Fraser had put his driver in the back seat and he was 

giving the car a bit of a burn. I can also remember my official welcome to the 

assembled crowd as I made the following comment: "They said it would never be 

built. They said that we could never pay for it. They said that we weren't 

experienced enough to build it ourselves. They are not present in this room 

today."  Later in the ceremony Mr Fraser handed over a cheque for $50,000. Some 

years later I visited the "Magic Castle" during a holiday trip and was gratified to see 

that it was being used to advantage.  Sorry I can't be there but please pass on my 

congratulations to everyone connected with the project. It was one of the highlights 

of my year as National President. 

Regards, Ian Main. 

15th August 2019 

On behalf of Aspect Central Coast School, students, parents and staff we would like 

to thank you so much for giving us the opportunity to stay at the Apex Magic Castle 

Smiggin Holes. We had a magical week, and were lucky enough to be staying there 

when the most recent “snow dump” came. The excitement the students got from 

seeing snow fall was priceless, as at least five of our students had not seen snow 

before! 

This year we took nine students, six teachers and three volunteers away with us.  

Jamie and Maggie Vincent were two of our volunteers who attended the trip and 

their support over the week was invaluable. 

Out of this cohort, four of these students had not stayed away from their parents 

before. We are so grateful, that Apex Blacktown continues to give us the opportunity 

to take our students to such a wonderful place that has been designed to promote 

independence and also commits to expanding students’ socialisation skills.  

Things such as having a very large kitchen allowed us to bring the students in to 

prepare meals for each other and also learn the fine art of “washing up”.  Having to 
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share a room with others allowed us to teach students about the importance of 

keeping our area clean and looking after our belongings. The main thing we did love 

was having no access to wifi or TV as our students utilised the games room and also 

engaged more with each other around the lounge spaces! Puzzles were completed 

and card games galore were enjoyed by all.  

Outside is where all the magic happened. With the kids loving the snow conditions, 

I think they walked up the hill next to castle about 100 times just so they could fly 

down the hill again on the toboggans. There was plenty of snow fights and snowman 

building.  

The students all had an amazing time at the Magic Castle and when we asked some 

of them to describe what they liked best this is what they said: 

Jack  building Snowman. 

Emily  the train from Perisher to Blue Cow and being warm inside the house. 

Ben  sitting by the fire with my iPad and relaxing. 

Kaylab  the steam room, looking at the big wooden pictures and the SNOW. 

Jaidyn playing ping pong and pool, staying on a big hill and having a great 

view, going tobogganing, skiing hanging out with my friends and the 

food.  

Kye going tobogganing and skiing, the snow cat ride and also the delicious 

food. 

Grace watching the teachers having to dig out our Apex Bus. 

Once again thank you to the Apex Foundation for allowing us to use this fantastic 

facility, and the Apex club of Blacktown for supporting our school. It really is where 

the magic happens!   

Yours sincerely, 

Sarah Boulton  

Senior College Coodinator  

  



APEX FOUNDATION AUSTRALIA e-Newsletter December 2019 –Christmas Edition 

7 
 

 

 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 2018/2019 

The Apex Foundation’s AGM was graciously hosted by Shaw and Partners on 15 

November 2019 at their board room in Sydney. It was well-attended by just over 40 

members and guests. Although the agenda was full for the day, it was very capably 

handled by Chairman Brian Powe. The most important motion, the adoption of the 

new constitution, was approved. This was followed by eulogies for Phil Higgerson 

(former accountant of the Apex Foundation) by Mike Fitze and for Life Governor Ken 

Slatter by Howard Pascoe and Jim Hughes. Brian Powe then presented a Gold Life 

Membership Certificate to fellow Director, Lindsay Carthew. Ray Vincent, the 

Chairman of the SHACK Committee then gave a detailed report on the SHACK and 

the way forward in terms of expanding services beyond the SHACK. The last part of 

the business session was the report by James Gerrish on the funds managed for the 

Foundation by Shaw and Partners as well as his experience as a fund-raising bike 

rider at the Postie Bike Ride in South Australia. A short video of the Chalet from its 

humble beginnings, a hilly block of land, to a magnificent structure was shown. 

  

The members and guests at the AGM 
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Lindsay Carthew being awarded the Gold Membership Certificate 

  

The evening ended with a performance by 

Ayako Ohtake who was one of two young 

sopranos who represented Australia in this 

year’s Belvedere International Singing 

Competition in Vienna. Ayako, who has a 

Masters at the Royal Academy of Music in 

London, had been studying and performing in 

Japan and the UK. She is now residing in 

Sydney. Her performance at the AGM was 

absolutely brilliant. 
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Neil Sawley, Kadina Apex, South Australia - our latest Life Governor 
At the recent National Convention Kadina, Life Member Neil Sawley was awarded 
Life Governorship of Apex Australia. Neil has been a mover and shaker behind the 
“Outback Postie Bike Ride” held annually in the Flinders Ranges, with the 14th ride 
in 2020.  Organising the route, the food, the backup and everything else takes time 
and dedication and true Apex spirit.  Dale Sawley, Neil’s wife is also in the thick of 
things and chairs the organising committee so it’s a real family affair. 
The $180,000 raised this year took the all-time total to over $1.1 million was a 
fabulous effort by all concerned.  The beneficiaries of the Postie Bike Ride are 
cancer sufferers and their families. Four cabins have been constructed at the 
Wallaroo North Beach Tourist Park, the fourth completed just earlier this year. 
At the recent Apex Foundation AGM Neil advised that plans are on the drawing board 
for unit number five.  We are now seeing this amazing effort entering the Apex 
Foundation history books to stand alongside Magic Castle and the SHACK. 
In almost five years we have seen over 600 families use the units with an estimated 
value totalling $550,000 – there is no charge to the guests and bookings can be made 
through Cancer Council SA. Hearty congratulations to Neil and Dale Sawley. 

   

Neil, Dale, Jake and Hayley and the award being presented by Mick Godfrey, 
National President of Apex Australia. 

Trivia 
Before Neil Sawley of Kadina Apex, South Australia was made Life Governor this 
year, the most recent recipient was Shane Kelly in 2005. Shane was from Wallaroo 
Apex, less than 10kms away. 
Maybe there is something in the water around that way? 

Mount Isa School of the Air performs at SHEP 
The Apex Foundation provided funds for six students and their parents to attend the 
Queensland Conservatorium - Griffith University’s State Honours Ensemble Program 
(SHEP) in November 2019. The School of the Air is a distance education school using 
a combination of video conferencing and phone lines over an area stretching from 
Hughenden in Queensland to the Northern Territory and up to the Gulf. SHEP is an 
educational programme for music students to help and encourage their pursuit of 
music excellence. The appeal for assistance came about due to the financial 
difficulties faced by farmers who had experienced drought and floods earlier in the 
year.   
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Apex Foundation Chairman Tony Wilshire with the students and the venue for SHEP 

Luke makes his mark in New York 
The Apex Foundation received an application for financial assistance to send a young 

student, Luke Blasdale to participate in a competition called World Scholar’s Cup 

run by Yale University in the United States. In May this year Luke represented his 

school in the state round and was then invited to go to the World Scholar’s Cup 

Global Round in Sydney where he competed against about 2,000 children from 

around the world. Luke walked away with three gold medals, three silver medals 

and an invitation to go to “The Tournament of Champions” at Yale University in New 

Haven, Connecticut in November this year. He walked away with a silver medal for 

the DaVinci Award which is for scholars with the greatest overall knowledge of all 

subject areas. After five full days of competition, Luke managed to sneak in some 

sightseeing, particularly the libraries at Yale which had millions of books as well as 

the Empire State Building, the Statue of Liberty and Central Park in New York. 

The Board of Directors of the Apex Foundation extend our heartiest congratulations 

to Luke on his tremendous achievement for himself, his school and Australia. 

    

 


