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Apex Foundation is the custodian and trustee of funds and projects established for the betterment of all Australians. It
ensures that the work of countless past and present Apexians continues.
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THE APEX FOUNDATION

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
Dear Members,
It is my pleasure to present the Chairman’s Report this year, and it is a great honour to have
worked with a Board of Directors who have such a commitment to the cause of the
Foundation.
The Annual Report is always a showcase of the activities undertaken during the year and I
commend this document to you. Of course, this work would not be possible without the
support of our Executive Officer Sapna Agarwal and Accountant Phil Higgerson and the
various Committees who support our facilities attached to the Underprivileged Children’s
Trust and the Civilian Widows Trusts.
We also receive donations and sponsorship and other forms of in-kind support from many
of our Members, Past Apexians and external organizations which are of enormous benefit
to our Trusts. A big thank you for your ongoing contributions.
At the last Annual General Meeting we had two new Directors join the Board - Graham Cassidy - former Apex NSW State
Secretary and Life member Hills District Apex Club with business skills in the areas of Insurance, Administration and Marketing
and External Director John King, Solicitor, with a wealth of experience in the Not-for-Profit sector. Both have brought new ideas to
the Company, particularly in the areas of strategic planning and compliance. In addition to managing their individual Trusts, I would
also like to thank Tony Wilshire (Vice Chairman), Mike Fitze (Secretary), Lindsay Carthew (Investments & Marketing) in undertaking these extra duties, Jamie Vincent for his tireless work in raising funds and organizing work parties for the Chalet and Stephen
Bigarelli for looking after the Finances and giving me support, being our Immediate Past Chairman.
This year we had the normal process of change over of Apex Association National Presidents as representatives on the Board.
This occurred in July, where we said good bye to Robert (Moses) Abraham, who made an excellent contribution and welcomed
Neal Molineaux as his replacement. This year, three Directors retire by rotation, being myself, Mike Fitze and Lindsay Carthew. All
three are seeking re-election.
We are proud to have reached a total contribution of $20 million - $10 million in grants for various causes that we have been funding
over the years and $10 million worth of accommodation provided by our facilities with Underprivileged Children’s Trust. The Apex
Foundation which was set up in 1969, continues to carry out the ideals of the Apex clubs.
From the financial perspective we have had another successful year. This is well documented in the Statutory Accounts, with a net
surplus of $ 399,303 and net assets of $ 10,000,511. We thank Shaw and Partners for their investment advice, sponsorship and
the provision of their facilities for the Annual General Meeting.
Unfortunately, we were required to relinquish the Trusteeship of the Cowled Foundation in September 2018, due to a change in
direction by Laurie Cowled. Further details are contained in the Notes to the Statutory Accounts and we thank Laurie for the
opportunity to act as Trustee over the last five years.
During the year, I had the opportunity to attend the Apex 40 Rort in Launceston and the Apex National Convention in Wagga. Both
were fantastic events which certainly proved we are all one family with the thread of Apex the obvious common link. We as a Board
look forward to working together as opportunities arise.
In my view, all our Trusts are in excellent shape and on behalf of the Board we are very proud to serve as the custodian of the
funds and facilities of the Underprivileged Children’s Trust, which allows the legacy of past Apexians and like-minded organizations to continue.
Brian Powe
Chairman Apex Foundation
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2017/18
The strategic and management direction of the Apex Foundation is achieved by an honorary board of directors who collectively
make decisions in the best interests of the trusts. Under the Chairmanship of Brian Powe, each Board Member all directors
participate in the formal decision-making processes regarding allocations.
Brian Powe - Chairman, Apex Underprivileged Children’s Trust (SHACK)
Tony Wilshire - Vice-Chairman, Board Audit & Risk Committee, Civilian Widows Trust - QLD, WA & NSW, Fine Arts Trust
Mike Fitze - Company Secretary, Board Audit & Risk Committee, Governance Committee, Administration, Apex Necessitous
Circumstances Trust, Apex Underprivileged Children’s Trust (Copper Coast Retreats)
Stephen Bigarelli - Finance Head, Board Audit & Risk Committee - Chair, Governance, Investments Committee
Lindsay Carthew - Investments Committee - Chair, Marketing Committee - Chair, Board Audit & Risk Committee
Charitable Trust - Craniofacial
Jamie Vincent - Marketing & Membership Committee, Underprivileged Children’s Trust (CHALET), Charitable Trust - Autism
Graham Cassidy - Marketing & Membership Committee, Administration, Charitable Trust - Diabetes, Cancer & Melanoma
John King - Governance Committee - Chair, Board Audit & Risk Committee
Mosses Abraham (Jul 2017 - July 2018) - Apex Liaison
Neal Molineaux (July 2018 onwards) - Apex Liaison

Neal Molineaux joins the Apex Foundation Board
Neal Molineaux, the National President of Apex Australia is now the Apex Australia representative on the board of the
Apex Foundation.
Neal has been a member of South Wagga Apex since 1997 and has held numerous club board positions, including President and
Secretary multiple times, across 12 years. He was Regional Communicator in 2014 and has been on National Board for the past
4 years, 1 year as the Regional Communicator Coordinator and 3 years as National Secretary.
Neal says, “ I believe Apex has helped build my character and skills, which have allowed me to confidently contribute at both Club
and National level. With the skills and lessons learnt through Apex thus far, I look forward to tackling the upcoming challenges
and continue to guide this great association in the year ahead for the benefit of future Apexians.”

Graham Cassidy joins the Apex Foundation Board
Graham Cassidy - Life Member Hill’s District Apex Club, joins the Foundation Board
Graham stared his Apex career in 1991 when he joined Baulkham Hills Apex Club. This journey took him to District, State and
National conventions, ultimately giving him the honour of Life Membership. Graham says, “Apex became a huge part of my life
and had a major impact on helping me get a sense of balance. To now be a Director on the Apex Foundation means so much to
me. I was part of the regime that raised the funds and I now help to ensure their safe custody and disbursement.”

John King joins the Apex Foundation Board
John King, a reputed lawyer by profession, is now the External Director on the board of the Apex Foundation.
John King has been a lawyer for more than 40 years standing. He is currently working as a consultant tax adviser to his local
and overseas clients. He also works as a consultant with Prolegis, a boutique law firm specialising in advising clients all over
Australia regarding Charity and Not-for-Profit sector.
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TRUST ACTIVITIES
Apex Foundation Charitable Trust - Autism
Apex fund-raised for Autism in 1969-1970 with “Walk Around Australia” project. The target was set at $100,000 and Apex resolved
to devote the proceeds to form a national trust for research into Autism and for the education and rehabilitation of autistic children.
To date an amount of $ 517,000 has been donated towards Autism.
This year the Foundation made a grant of $3,280 to Australasian Society of Autism Research (ASfAR), for funding of two APEX
Autism PhD Research Grants.

Apex Foundation Charitable Trust - Diabetes
Diabetes was the 1983/84 National Service Scheme being sponsored by the Apex Club of Numurkah, Victoria.Established in
1987, the Diabetes Australia Research Program supports and develops outstanding diabetes-related research across
Australia. The program provides funding towards the prevention, management and cure of diabetes, as well as enabling
and fostering young and upcoming researchers in the field of diabetes research.
Apex Foundation has supported Diabetes Australia since 1985/1986, donating more than $ 1.30 million for the cause so far. In the
year 2017-2018, Apex Foundation, through the Charitable Trust, donated $15,000 to the Diabetes Australia Research Program.

Apex Foundation Charitable Trust - Cancer
For more than 30 years the Apex Foundation has been an integral part of Children’s Cancer Institute, providing funds to open the
first lab doors as well as ongoing vital support, as together we strive towards our goal of curing childhood cancer. The Apex
Foundation has donated $ 2.27 million to Children’s Cancer Institute over the past 33 years.
The Apex Foundation granted $20,000 for the Financial Year 2017- 2018 to support the research into this promising new
anti-cancer agent carried out by Dr. Tao Liu and his team at Children’s Cancer Institute Australia.

Apex Foundation Charitable Trust - Melanoma
Apex's involvement in the melanoma cause began when over $600,000 was raised in the 1988/1989 National Apex Service
Scheme promoted by Apex Club of Moree, New South Wales. Australia has led the way in improvements in the detection and cure
of melanoma and recent oncological breakthroughs are both significant and exciting. Apex has been funding melanoma research
since 1989 and to date Apex has donated $ 1,140,000.
In the year 2017/18 the Apex Foundation gave the Melanoma Institute of Australia $ 15,000 to support a PhD Scholarship to Mr
Hansol Lee to study why some patients develop resistance to drug treatment.

Apex Foundation Charitable Trust - Craniofacial
The aim of Cranio Facial surgery is to correct severe facial and skull deformities in children and adults. This is being achieved
through encouraging advanced surgical techniques and ongoing research. Apex's involvement in Cranio Facial began after over
$800,000 was raised from the 1983/84 National Service Scheme promoted by the Salisbury Apex Club in South Australia. Apex
assisted in the establishment and funding of the internationally renown Australian Cranio Maxillo Facial Foundation, based in
Adelaide. To date funding to this cause now totals $2.63 million.
In the 2017-18 year the Apex Foundation granted $12,000 to the Australian Cranio Foundation to support research into the
psychological impact of untreated metopic synostosis – a four year study.
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TRUST ACTIVITIES
Apex Underprivileged Children’s Trust
Magic Castle - Children’s Chalet at Smiggin Holes in New South Wales
The bookings have been coming in fast for the start of the snow season which was over before we knew it. This being the second
season with the updated bathrooms and re-cladding on the outside and we have seen a big difference in energy saving and more
importantly, keeping the Chalet and the bathrooms warmer and cosier for the kids.
It is very exciting to see more Apex Clubs using the Chalet to take groups of disadvantaged children from their community to enjoy
a week in the snow. One of the groups said that it was the best holiday that the children had ever been on, and for some of them
it was their very first holiday away from mum and dad. The Apex Foundation would like to thank all the Apex Clubs and their

Shoalhaven Heads Apex Cottage for Kids (SHACK)
The SHACK continues to be a major attraction for children and their carers looking for respite from their illnesses or disabilities.
Located on the South Coast of NSW in the town of Shoalhaven Heads, it is only two hours drive from Sydney and provides
accommodation in six self-contained units across the road from the Beach.
We thank the businesses & sporting clubs in the town for their generous support, as well as the Vincent Family for the enormous
amount of time devoted to the SHACK. Over the last two years a considerable amount of renovation and maintenance work has
been undertaken which allows the facility to be kept in excellent condition.
Bookings can be made on line at http://theshack.apexfoundation.org.au where more details can be obtained on this facility
attached to our Apex Underprivileged Children’s Trust.

Apex Copper Coast Retreats at North Beach Tourist Park, Wallaroo (ACCR)
The Apex Copper Coast Retreats are located on the beach front at Wallaroo South Australia.
The Retreats continue to provide respite care holidays for families experiencing the stress and demands of a cancer diagnosis. All
recipients are referred by Cancer Council SA . The first of the families who benefited from the project started using the cabins in
early December 2014. Since opening 415 families have been assisted with an average stay of 5 nights. The cost of their stay is
free. The retail cost would have been an average of $150 per night which so far is a total of $311,250 of in kind assistance that
has been provided.

Value of Service provided by our facilities over the years:
It is noteworthy that our facilities have provided more than $ 10 million of service in-kind to the Australian community over the years.

Respite Centre

No of years Used by Families No of days used Guests /annum
over the years
up to June 2018

Value of service
up to June 2018

ACCR

4.5

415

2,075

92

$ 380,060

CHALET

39

975

4,875

340

$ 5,769,164

SHACK

26

4,524

16,978

683

$ 4,061,799

23,928

$ 10,211,023
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TRUST ACTIVITIES
Apex Necessitous Circumstances Trust
The Apex Necessitous Circumstances Trust (NCT) was established in 2011 replacing the General Trust and the Destiny Trust.
The funds in this Trust were derived from donations, annual membership subscriptions plus net income from Foundation
fundraising projects in local and regional communities throughout Australia.
This Trust can make grants to individuals or groups who meet the guidelines and the Foundation Board encourages Apex Clubs
to utilise these funds to assist individuals or groups in their local community, in particular for people in ‘necessitous circumstances’.
The grant guidelines are broad and can be found on the Apex Foundation website.
Since inception the Apex Foundation has made many grants from these Trusts with a total of $280,000.
At the Wagga Wagga National Convention in October 2018, Apex Foundation made a grant of $5,000 from this Trust to support
the Apex Association and the “BuyaBale” initiative. BuyaBale helps drought stricken farmers by providing emergency feed for
livestock.

Funding by Apex Foundation to date under various Trusts / Causes
The table below shows the funding in the year 2017-2018 and from inception to date, under various Trusts & Causes,
totaling to $ 238,282 and $9.94 millions, respectively.

Trust/Cause

Year started

No. of Years

Grants to date

Grants 2017/2018

ACT-Autism

1970

48

$ 517,369

$ 3,280

ACT-Cancer

1978

40

$ 2,268,467

$ 20,000

ACT-Craniofacial

1983

35

$ 2,630,283

$ 12,000

ACT-Diabetes

1985

33

$ 1,300,565

$ 15,000

ACT-Melanoma

1988

30

$ 1,139,768

$ 15,000

Civilian Widows

2005

13

$ 493,218

$ 116,789

Cowled Foundation

2014

4

$ 199,222

$ 51,812

Fine Arts Trust

1980

38

$ 277,633

$ 2,500

NCT (Incl. General
& Destiny)

1977

41

$ 280,021

$ 1,901

Trusts not active

$ 841,914
$ 9,948,460
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TRUST ACTIVITIES
Fine Arts Scholarship Trust
The Fine Arts Scholarship Trust originates from an idea of Apexian Jim Buhringer. He saw a need to support musicians in an area
so financially challenging for young Australians. Commencing in 1980, the trust provides financial support to one chosen young
artist to attend the Vienna Conservatorium of Music, one of the world’s premier musical establishments. The trust recognises the
work of the world- renowned Austrian composer and conductor, Robert Stolz.
This year the winner of the Fine Arts Scholarship Trust award, a Mezzo soprano, Genevieve Dickson has a Bachelor of Music
degree from Melbourne University and was a scholar in the Opera Scholars Australia program for three years. Genevieve has
been identified to represent Australia in the Hans-Gabor Belvedere Singing Competition in Latvia, and Apex Foundation under its
Fine Arts Trust provided a grant of $2,500 to cover airfares.
We have had a second awardee this year, Zoe Drummond. Zoe is a lyric soprano, who is studying an Artist Amsters of
Opera at the Guildhall School of Music & Drama in London. The Apex Foundation, through its Fine Arts Trust approved a grant
of $2,500 to assist Zoe Drummond with her studies at The Guildhall School of Music in London

Association of Civilian Widows Trusts
The Association of Civilian Widows was originally founded in the 1950’s to assist widows who were not receiving war veteran
privileges. The Apex Foundation shares a special bond with the State based Association of Civilian Widows. We currently work
together in promoting and managing the various trusts, supporting disadvantaged young people and sole parents, all around
Australia.
New South Wales
Established in 2005, with nearly $640,000 as the trust corpus, our New South Wales Trust has distributed over $133,000 in grants
since 2006. In 2017-2018 the Apex Foundation disbursed $10,000 towards grants for wheelchair hoist for Chelsea and for Thomas
to attend a deaf camp.
Western Australia
The story of the Association of Civilian Widows actually began in Western Australia where Apex Clubs began a project to assist
civilian widows to fight for the ordinary things in life which so many of them lacked at that time. Established in 2010, our Western
Australia Trust has already disbursed more than $ 168,000. We made various grants totaling $77,378 in the year 2017-2018.
Queensland
Established in 2010, our Association of Civilian Widows of Queensland Trust has already disbursed more than $192,000. We
made various grants totaling $29,411 in the year 2017-2018 to 11 schools, funding underprivileged children to pay for their school
fees, school uniforms, dance classes, excursions and camps, etc.

How Can You Help Us ?
Every donation received helps continue the fantastic work of the Foundation. If you are doing your Will why not
leave a little something for the Foundation and continue the great work Apexians do in our community.
Please email us for more information.
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SUPPORTERS
 Apex Clubs of Australia
 AON Risk Services
 Management Committee of the Apex Children’s
Chalet at Smiggin Holes, NSW

The Apex Foundation
ABN 58 001 347 897

 Management Committee of the Shoalhaven Heads
Apex Cottages for Kids

AON Tower
Level 5, 201 Kent Street
Sydney NSW 2000

 Management Committee of the Apex Copper Coast
Retreats
 Sub Committee members of Association of Civilian
Widows of New South Wales
 Sub Committee members of Association of Civilian
Widows of Queensland
 Sub Committee members of Association of Civilian
Widows of Western Australia

Telephone:
Fax:
Email:
Website:

02 9253 7775
02 9253 7117
info@apexfoundation.org.au
www.apexfoundation.org.au

E-Newsletters :
Please go to our website for a copy our previous
newsletter.
For subscription to our e-newsletter please subscribe
on our website or contact us by e-mail.

 Colin Biggers & Paisley Solicitors
 Steadfast Group Limited
 Carthew Foundation
 LBW & Partners
 All Apexians - Past & Present

The Apex Foundation acknowledges the use of photos
provided by our beneficiaries in the production of this
report.

PATRONS
Current Patrons of the Apex Foundation are former Prime Minister the Hon John Howard AC and Jim Hughes AM.

Honourable John Howard AC

Jim Hughes AM

