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From the Chairman’s Desk - with Brian Powe
Hi Everyone
•
•

•

•

•
•

•

Since our last Newsletter, there has been a plethora of activity within the Foundation.
The Christmas School Holidays saw many underprivileged children, their carers and
families, enjoy a fabulous time by the seaside at the SHACK (Shoalhaven Heads NSW)
where the weather was excellent for swimming & enjoying the many activities the
wonderful South Coast has to offer.
At the same time many Apex members past & present & their partners spent a week at the Chalet (Smiggin Holes)
in a well organised work party undertaking much needed maintenance on the Magic Castle. Without this team of
volunteers most of whom go back year on year, the Chalet would not be the facility it is today also giving that
much needed holiday of a lifetime to underprivileged kids. Well done guys
The Association of Civilian Widows Trusts (WA & Qld) has provided several grants to needy children & their
families over the last three months. These included:
- Support for Underprivileged Children attending Windaroo State School QLD to attend school camps &
excursions.
- Miscellaneous items of equipment for disadvantaged children including a mobility walker, computer, school
uniforms & books.
In acknowledging these grants, I should again point out that funding is available from the Apex Necessitous
Circumstances Trust for disadvantaged people in the community via the Application form available from our
website.
From an administrative perspective a lot of work has been undertaken in moving our office in Kent St Sydney to a
new location within the building. With this, we acknowledge the support of AON in continuing to provide our
office space & other services free of charge. Added to this, has been the challenging task of changing Investment
advisers to Shaw & Partners plus the usual statutory obligations which occur this time of year.
I would also like to thank all our Directors & Staff & other volunteers for their efforts over this period which often
interfered with family holiday time.
•
Finally, I would like to acknowledge the great
honour bestowed on our Life Governor & SHACK
Originators Ray Vincent AO & his wife Kris who were
selected to run in the Commonwealth Games Queen’s
Baton Relay through the streets of Nowra NSW on its
way to the games, a fitting gesture for their continuing
work in the community & Ray’s involvement as an
Angel Flight Pilot.
Cheers
Brian Powe
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EDITORIAL – Keith Miller
Welcome to issue #4 of the Apex Foundation’s e-newsletter “What’s Happening”.
Wow February already, and time is flying. Trust you all had a great Christmas/New Year break and
that you are all healthy, ready for another exciting year of all things Apex.
We are continuing our drive to find past Apexians and their contact details, and there is a pro-forma
at the back of this newsletter for you to forward to any of your past Apex friends who may not be
aware of this newsletter. We have over 4,000 names of Past Apexians now in our integrated database, but the search continues.
It was pleasing to see that the work of Professor David David AC from the Australian Cranio Maxillo Facial Foundation
(ACMFF), based in Adelaide. was recognised, when named as South Australian of the Year. Professor David David AC has
dedicated 45 years of his life to working with patients with facial deformities and disfigurements. The medical veteran founded
the world-renowned Australian Craniofacial Unit based at the Royal Adelaide Hospital and the Women's and Children’s Hospital
in Adelaide. Since he established the unit in 1975, David has helped more than 17,000 people. Congratulations to South
Australia’s Australian of the Year 2018 finalist, Dr David David AC. Cranial Facial surgery is one of the organisations supported
by the Apex Foundation through the Craniofacial Trust. Visit our web page www.apexfoundation.org.au for details on the Apex
Foundation.
Special thanks to current Apexian, Gavin McGregor, from Milton Ulladulla Apex Club, for his assistance in creating our new
banner “What’s Happening” featuring the Apex Dunk. Thank you so much Gavin for your support. Your assistance is very much
appreciated.
Email the Editor on millerk@bigpond.net.au or send us a letter to PO Box 5 NARELLAN NSW 2567.
Cheers Keith Miller for Apex Foundation Marketing & Membership Sub-Committee
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AROUND THE TRAPS!
Apex Foundation Directors
The Apex Foundation Ltd is administered by a Board of Directors. The Board are
mainly past Apexians and are elected at the AGM held in November each year.
The 2017/2018 Board comprises the following;
Brian Powe (NSW)

Chairman – Ex Officio – All Committees; Apex Underprivileged Childrens Trust (The SHACK);

Tony Wilshire (QLD)

Vice Chairman; Fine Arts Trust; Civilian Widows Trusts (QLD, NSW &WA);
Laurie Cowled Trust; Board Audit & Risk Committee

Mike Fitze (NSW)

Company Secretary; Board Audit & Risk Committee;
Governance Committee; Apex Necessitous Circumstances Trust;
Apex Underprivileged Childrens Trust (Copper Coast SA Retreat)

Stephen Bigarelli (VIC)

Finance Director; Chair Board Audit & Risk Committee; Governance Committee;

John King (NSW)

External Director; Legal & Compliance; Board Audit & Risk Committee;
Chair Governance Committee;

Jamie Vincent (NSW)

Membership; Apex Underprivileged Children’s Trust – The Apex Chalet;
Apex Foundation Charitable Trust – Autism;

Lindsay Carthew (SA)

Apex Foundation Charitable Trust – Melanoma & Craniofacial;
Board Audit & Risk Committee; Investments; Marketing;

Graham Cassidy (NSW)

Apex Foundation Charitable Trust – Childrens Cancer & Leukemia;
Diabetes Mellitus;

Moses Abraham (QLD)
•

2017/2018 NP Apex Australia; Apex Liaison;

An Executive Officer, (currently Sapna Agarwal) is employed at the Sydney office to support the activities of
the Board; Contact 02 9253 7775 or email info@apexfoundation.org.au

Our Trusts
There are several trusts held under the Apex Foundation.
Some of these Trusts offer the following: a) Funding for research purposes,
b) Funding for disadvantaged individuals or families in need of financial support,
c) Support programs for children at risk in Australia,
d) Funding for one young artist to compete in the Hans Gabor Belvedere Competition,
e) Support respite venues for underprivileged children at Apex Cooper Coast Retreat, the SHACK and the Chalet,
located in breathtaking surroundings.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? LIFE GOVERNOR 1978 DON FERGUSON
Continuing with our profiling of a Past National President and/or a Life Governor
of the Association of Apex Clubs, this month our guest contributor is Don
Ferguson, past National President 1974/75 and Life Governor 1978;

•

BRIEF APEX HISTORY

Joined Darwin Apex 1963 Transferred to Killara NSW Apex Club 1974/1978
Held various club, Zone, National and International portfolios including National
President Apex Australia 1974/75, and International President; World Council
Delegate 1971/72 & 1976. Chairman of 1969 National Convention Darwin and Silver
Jubilee Celebrations in Geelong in 1981, at which Prince Charles attended.
•

HIGHEST APEX ACHIEVEMENT

International President; Life Governor 1978
Instigation of commercial platform to seek sponsorship, develop a PR campaign and prepare the Apex Foundation
platform. We worked tirelessly to keep the Membership Fee as low as possible. Nothing was paid from Service Funds in
those days.

•
•
•
•
•

•

MEMORIES FROM APEX DAYS
There are a great many memories and they mainly include lifelong friendships with a great number of outstanding
young men who joined and served Apex. I enjoyed learning of the history/meeting the Founders, other Life
Governors, as well as past members
Winning the National Convention for Darwin by our “Team” at the Mildura National Convention was very special.
Darwin was an Apex Town in the late ’60 and over 600 Delegates attended from all over Australia and Asia. The
NT Clubs (then) did an outstanding job. Gough Whitlam opened the Convention
I calculated that during my time in office I visited an Apex Club, District or Zone Convention once a week. Always
enjoyable and at times a challenge by the energetic members with one goal, to serve their local community
through the Ideals, yet meeting Zone and Association commitments
Local service was always the driving force behind the member’s endeavours if they knew the Boards were actively
working with them. During this period, we established over 600 Clubs with 18,000 members. John Davies (Colac)
and I set up the frame work to give all overseas clubs autonomy. A rewarding result for Apex Australia and the
overseas Associations who could add Apex to their own culture, fellowship and service practices
My family were present in Melbourne when I received my Life Governor recognition. A great surprise and very
humbling

LIFE AFTER APEX – WHAT
•
•
•

•

After Apex I reconnected with family and my business interests. Both had suffered due to not maintaining the
priorities necessary to make all interests work. The 1974 Darwin Cyclone took its toll on the Territory including my
business interests
We moved to Sydney in 1974 due to family health issue and to follow my interest in the Leisure Industry. This I
have done for the last 45 years with moderate success. I remained registered as a Pharmacist and did occasional
relief Locum work until 2013
Became a member of the Tourism Task Force to work/plan on the Sydney Olympic Games 2000. From that
involvement in planning I was appointed as an Attaché (Manager) for St. Kitts & Nevis Team and Delegation. A
wonderful experience to march with them at the Opening & Closing Ceremony’s and ensure their visit to Australia
was memorable. Wonderful lifelong friendships remain
My Apex training has always contributed to any people skills involvement I have as well as business planning and
administration
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW? LIFE GOVERNOR 1978 DON FERGUSON continued
ADVICE TO CURRENT APEXIANS

This is difficult due frankly to the “practical” Apex aged young men or women rarely exist today. The world has
changed dramatically over the generations to:
• create “time poor” young Apex age men and women
• digital based social media interaction and time involvement
• And diminished opportunities for Clubs due to governments of all persuasions who control most social
welfare, fundraising criteria and community support services
• General & Personnel Insurance and Liability considerations
• Almost everyone has a “Charity” in this modern age
Having said that I congratulate the current Clubs and members who know that the 1931 Apex Ideals are most
relevant today and will always be the way to approach life in any age
Lady membership is a great advance as is the use of Social Media to support projects, rally the troops and involve the
local community
I suggest Clubs and Members endeavour to be involved in local issues, charities, Local Government. While recruiting
maybe difficult, try to meet outside of family time or include family in all activities. Is there an Apex Twitter link?
“Be an Apexian for the times” and continue to adapt to them
Never forget the “Altruistic approach to Service & Fellowship”
Thank you for this opportunity
Best wishes to Apex for future young person development
Don Ferguson

BLAST FROM THE PAST. THE APEX SONG
In years gone by, many Apex clubs and Past Apexians sang the Apex Song (to the tune of Men of Harlech) at the
beginning of their club meetings, or special functions like District or Zone Conventions. It seems that this tradition
has fallen by the wayside within the modern Apex. Here are the lyrics of that great inspirational song for Apexians.
“…We who are Apexian members
With Ideals Apex engenders
Every one of us remembers
Service is our aim.
In fellowship we're meeting.
In friendship we give greeting.
And more and more we gain a store
Of beneficial knowledge at each meeting
We represent at all our sessions
Various interests and professions
And we learn some helpful lessons
At our Apex club. (BOOM BOOM)…”
I know that we sing it enthusiastically at each of our Triennial Apex Zone 9 Reunions (Western NSW). I’d like to
hear your thoughts.
• Where did it originate?
• Who wrote the lyrics?
• Did your club sing the song? If so what are your memories.
Email your comments or memories to the Editor; millerk@bigpond.net.au
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BLAST FROM THE PAST
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Foundation Spotlight 1;

NSW/ACT Civilian Widows Trust
– Director Tony Wilshire
•
•
•

The partnership between the Association of Civilian Widows NSW/ ACT
and the Apex Foundation was developed in 2004 to enable future funding through grants to benefit
or assist disadvantageous youth.
Grant applications can be accepted from all States and Territories of Australia, provided they meet
the appropriate criteria. Please visit our web page www.apexfoundation.org.au for criteria.
Under this trust, we have distributed $135,000 in grants since 2004.
• The latest grant was at the end of 2017, covering the cost of a new wheelchair
lift ($9,500) for a van that transports Chelsea Mayne to school, and many medical
appointments. Chelsea has scoliosis, & severe developmental delay and that is
only the tip of the iceberg. She has a rare genetic condition, which is found in only
6 people worldwide, and Chelsea is the only one in Australia. Check out Chelsea’s
Story on Facebook. I have attached a photo of the new addition.
Below is a letter of thanks received by the Apex Foundation.

Dear Tony and the Apex Foundation Directors
Chelsea’s Story together with Bec and Gavin Mayne and their daughter Chelsea, would like to extend their
sincere thanks to the Apex Foundation for their generous donation of a new wheelchair lift for their van.
The family are forever grateful, as this is their everyday transport for Chelsea to get her to school and to her
many ongoing appointments.
The existing lift had failed which meant Chelsea’s parents were having to manually work the lift to enable them
to get Chelsea into the van. This was not an easy ask and had become detrimental to the health of Chelsea’s
parents.
Bec and Gavin do not have the funds for this type of expense, and to replace it themselves would have caused a
large financial stress to the family as they would have had to try and take out a loan to purchase the lift.
The new lift is a godsend, as they no longer must stress every time they are out in the van, which had become
the norm. The new lift carries a warranty and service agreement, which also provides comfort to the family.
Yours sincerely
Tracey Jordan
(c/- Chelsea’s Story)
•

For more information on Chelsea, visit https://www.facebook.com/chelseasstory/
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Foundation Spotlight 2;

Apex Charitable Trust – Children’s Cancer and
Diabetes
– Director Graham Cassidy
I was privileged to attend the 2017 Benefactor Awards and whilst the Apex Foundation did not receive
an award on this occasion the evening was a timely reminder of the great work done by this fantastic
organisation. A week or so earlier I visited the centre in Randwick where I witnessed first-hand the
work of the dedicated staff. A truly moving experience
It is also worth reflecting on the origins of this fantastic research centre – The “Help A Kid Make It” project was devised by
Jack Kasses (Childers, Qld) and John Lough (Wollongong) (Now Life Members) and a National service scheme raised 1M.
The Apex Foundation continues to assist the Institute with regular donations.

Moving to current times the Institute has adapted Zero Childhood cancer as its objective and is well on track as we print.
Do spend the time to visit their website for some very moving stories and further insights. Donations are always
appreciated - http://www.apexfoundation.org.au/project/childrens-cancer-charity

Children’s Cancer
•
•
•
•
•

On 22 October 2007, two Apexians, Jack Kasses and John Lough were presented with special awards for their
inspiration and dedication to the Children’s Cancer Institute (CCI).
Over 30 years ago and with assistance from Apex Clubs all around Australia, they led the way to providing
funding to set up The Apex Centre which housed research into finding a cure for childhood cancer.
Today, CCI employs over 100 scientists across 9 major research programs, and the Institute is internationally
acclaimed.
The Apex Foundation has contributed over $2 million to this heart-breaking cause. More Australian children
die from cancer than any other disease. Sadly, nearly a third of kids still don’t make it, despite tremendous
achievements over recent decades.
It takes years of laborious work to get to the point of a breakthrough. Each year, more than 950 children and
adolescents are diagnosed with cancer in Australia. Every week, nearly 3 children and adolescents die from
cancer.
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AROUND THE TRAPS!
Apex Foundation Regional Co-Ordinator’s
Apex Foundation regional coordinators are available to discuss any enquiry about the activities of the Foundation
including the availability of Grant money for Apex projects that meet our criteria. They are available to present at Apex
Club or Regional meetings, including meetings of retired Apexians.
These are the coordinators in your State:
New South Wales

Jamie Vincent

Mob 0410-587-569

jimmymullet@bigpond.com

New South Wales

Graham Cassidy

Mob 0400-504-126

Graham.cassidy@ozemail.com.au

Victoria

Stephen Bigarelli

Mob 0419-589-153

stephenbigarelli@ballarat.vic.gov.au

Tasmania

Tony Wilshire

Mob 0447-090-505

tony.wilshire@bigpond.com

Queensland

Tony Wilshire

Mob 0447-090-505

tony.wilshire@bigpond.com

Western Australia

Tony Wilshire

Mob 0447-090-505

tony.wilshire@bigpond.com

SA & NT

Lindsay Carthew

Mob 0414-500-402

car36@internode.on.net

Aim – to promote the Apex Foundation to the various Apex groups within the Regions. To help build a database of Enewsletter recipients and then to help liaise with them.
Responsibilities
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Identify and build communication with the different Apex groups within a Region
Liaise with existing Apex Clubs in Regions either direct or working through the National Regional directors
Be available to talk at Club, District or Regional functions
Promote availability of Apex Foundation grants for local projects, (Necessitous Circumstances, Civilian Widows in
WA, NSW and Qld).
Liaise with Apex 40 and OASIS Clubs
Liaise with retired Apexian dinner groups.
Encourage retired Apexians to subscribe to the Apex Foundation’s “What’s Happening” E-newsletter.
Where appropriate liaise direct with the region’s database members. E.g. Passing away of a member or perhaps
an important Award such as Order of Australia.

Lindsay Carthew
Apex Foundation Director
Mob +61 414 500 402
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AROUND THE TRAPS!
APEX CHILDRENS CHALET WORK-PARTY 10-15
JANUARY 2018
•

From: Jamie Vincent
[mailto:jimmymullet@bigpond.com]

•

The Magic Castle Shines again

•

The Apex Children’s Chalet (The Magic Castle) once
again played host to some amazing Apexians from the
10th of January through to the 15th of January 2018.
We had Apexians come from as far as Chinchilla in Qld and the Barossa Valley in SA.
On behalf of the Chalet Management Committee, we would like to thank all the Apexians past and present who
made their way to the Magic Castle to help paint, dig and build. Those clubs included Hoppers Crossing,
Chinchilla, Bairnsdale, South Wagga, Braidwood, Milton Ulladulla, Fraser Coast and Blacktown as well as defunct
clubs Penrith, Baulkham Hills, Barossa Valley and Jannali.
We had some drainage issues we had to take care of, another 2 tonnes of material had to be carried up that hill
again, lots and lots of painting so all signs of mission brown have now been removed and replaced with a more
pleasant colour Jasper.
We also replaced all the exit doors and replaced all the hardware and weather seals. Thanks again to Past Apex
Australia NP Mathew O’Donnell for obtaining the materials. Also, to the Chinchilla Apex club for getting the
waterproofing donated from their local hardware store.
It really goes to show that an asset like the Magic Castle makes people come together either by volunteering their
time or by companies giving product and materials.
We have launched our Bills for Beds program where you can get your name on a bed or bedroom for a donation
towards the Chalet. We have had a good response, but we still have a few beds and a few rooms available if you
feel like donating to a long-standing Apex asset.
We are also heading into our 40th year next year 2019 and we are planning to celebrate 40 years and nearly
30,000 Children visiting the chalet,
Watch this space for more details.

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

•
•

YIA

•
•

RC-5 Apex Australia
Life Member Apex club of Blacktown

•
•
•
•

Apex Foundation Director
Vice Chairman Chalet Committee
0410587569
jimmymullet@bigpond.com

Jamie Vincent
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AROUND THE TRAPS!
APEX CHILDRENS CHALET WORK-PARTY 10-15 JANUARY 2018 – GALLERY

Past Zone Niners NSW; Jamie, Alan, Chris, Warren

The boys from Braidwood NSW Apex;

Godfather of Chinchilla Apex - Woodsey!

January 2018 Apex Work Party

Chucky SA & Rossco & Hewie Qld
Foreman Jamie supervising!!
First lady Bec; Karina & Elise; QLD & VIC

Immediate Past NP Mathew O'Donnell VIC

Past Zone Niner Warren Lyons ex Baulkham
Hills NSW

The boys from Chinchilla QLD Apex; Rossco &
Hewie
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AROUND THE TRAPS!
APEX Australia Legacy Alive in India and Malaysia with Past NP 1986/87 &
Life Governor 1994, John Phillips OAM SA
•

Life Governor of Apex Australia John Phillips OAM, continues to engage in International Relations with India
and Malaysia. Considerable value adding has been achieved in addition to demonstrating the ongoing global
relationships between Australia, Apex, and a general understanding and delivery of meeting social enterprise
outcomes.
• Over the past 3 years, a few friends and support associates have contributed collectively about $20,000, and
LG John continues the effort.
• A second Social Enterprise project is on the drawing board in Mongolia in 2018. The fund also contributed to
a small student scholarship in Bangladesh.
• The Fourth Ideal of Apex is “To promote International understanding and friendship” is alive and well in
India and Malaysia.
• Apex Australia is much alive in India and Malaysia underscored by two projects promulgated by Life
Governor John Phillips OAM and Past Zone 8 IR Director and Life Member of Barossa Apex Club Ian “Chuck”
Curren.
1. Slatterpuram Vocational School for the Deaf and Dumb
The Slatterpuram Vocational School for the Deaf and Dumb was built by Zone 8 Apexians in the mid 1980’s and is
now home for 43 students. Officially opened by Life Governor (then National Vice President) John Phillips the
school is supported by Erode Apex Club in Tamil Nadu and ongoing philanthropic contributions raised by LG John
and Chuck via a network of friends (including past Apexians). NB: Donations accepted
Recent years have seen several improvements totalling A$15,000 to both school infrastructure and student
wellbeing including development of a social enterprise project. These include:
- New kitchen and bathroom facilities
- Improved eating and dormitory room
- New sewing machines to manufacture clothing and sanitary supplies for the young female students and
village community
- Provided new PC’s and STEMSEL inventor kits to students
- The 2017/18 project is fitting new gutters and stormwater harvesting tanks to buildings improving water
supply to service a planned vegetable garden in the parched school grounds.

Students using new machines

Building underway Slatterpuram School

STEMSEL Many hands make light work
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AROUND THE TRAPS!
Continued; APEX Australia Legacy Alive in India and Malaysia with Past NP
1986/87 & Life Governor 1994, John Phillips OAM SA
1. Apex Malaysia STEMSEL Project
Science, Technology, Engineering, Maths Social Enterprise Learning (STEMSEL) has been introduced to 5 schools
and Professional Development delivered to over 130 teachers in partnership with Apex Clubs in Malaysia.
• Promulgated by LG John Phillips OAM and Adelaide based STEMSEL inventors club the program has created
considerable interest in Tamil primary schools and a donation of 30 STEMSEL Kits and teacher learning
sessions resulted in students entering Science Alive week wherein students show cased inventions and their
new skills to the world with positive recognition for their efforts.
• A value add to the project in which $6000 has been invested is linking STEMSEL learning to secondary and
university sectors as tertiary level leaders become engaged as mentors for young primary school students.

Apex Australia “Oldies” at work

Teacher Professional Development Malaysia

For more information or $ contribution contact John Phillips Email john@kesab.asn.au Mobile 0413 877 875
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• AROUND THE TRAPS!

Apex Australia
Contact Details for Apex Australia; 07 4697 5303 Email; admin@apex.org.au or National President pres@apex.org.au

From “The President’s Quill” with Apex Australia
National President Moses Abraham
•
•

•

Apex Australia currently has 1272 members, and 102 Clubs.
On 10th March 2018, we will be marking the 87th anniversary of the formation of Apex
Australia. We will be celebrating the occasion by having our face to face National board
meeting at the Magic Castle Chalet located in Smiggins Hole NSW.
This will have a twofold purpose. The experience will expose members of our National board to the Chalet and in
turn when they return to their clubs and regions they will no doubt be vocal advocates of this fantastic Apex
asset, possibly assisting with future funding for this and other Apex projects and promoting the use of the Chalet.
We will also continue the great work started by the Apex Foundation work party in January 2018, which involved
waterproofing and drainage, painting the exterior and finishing off some new internal doors.
On our return to Canberra for flights home, we will erect an Apex Park sign in the Apex park of Cooma. This is still
an ongoing project where individuals or clubs can revamp our parks in towns where there is no longer an active
club.
The 2016/2017 Apex Australia National Service project is the upgrade of signage at Apex Parks across Australia. Are
there Apex Parks in your area that need some love? Road trip around the country to replace them! Contact email
apexparkproject@apex.org.au to identify the relevant park in need of TLC. Apex signage should be loud and proud.
Email Apex Australia to request more signage for Apex Parks around Australia. The Apex Park project will wind up
in the next 12 months. This project is available to ALL Past Apexians & Apex Clubs (there is a subsidy). The signs
are only $50, and this is refunded when the board has confirmation the sign has been erected.
Our 2018 National Convention will be held on 4-7 of October in Wagga Wagga, and the local lads from South
Wagga Apex have assured us of a great weekend and a Convention to remember.
The National Project this year is to hold a “Biggest Ever Blokes Lunch”. This is to create awareness and raise
money for the Prostate Cancer Foundation to continue their great work towards more effective treatments and
ultimately a cure for this disease that will touch the lives of 1 in 8 Australian men. I attended one of these
luncheons last year in Wagga which was their fourth annual event and it has grown in popularity and the final
figure on the day was a $30,000 donation to the Prostate foundation.
The Apex Global Mid-term meeting was held during the Bangladesh National convention in January 2018. A
motion has been moved to cap the Age of Global board members at 46.
Positive progress has been made to resurrect Apex in Sri Lanka. Apex Philippines have chartered a new club and
have 3 more in the process of revival.
Our web page www.apex.org.au has more updates on Apex Australia or to obtain back copies of The Apexian.

•

Regards Moses Abraham Apex Club of Chinchilla Apex Australia National President 2017-18

•
•
•
•

•
•

•
•
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AROUND THE TRAPS!

Apex 40 Australia Inc
OBJECTS OF APEX 40 AUSTRALIA INC
•

Foster fellowship among past Apexians and members of WOCO
organisations;

•

Retain friendships made in Apex on a purely social basis;

•

Not to compete as a service organisation involved in fund raising;

•

Apex 40 Australia Inc. is a non-political, non-sectarian and a not for profit organisation.

Contact details for Apex 40 Australia Inc; Col Ramsey 0419 253 030; Email; secretary@apex40.com
Current membership of Apex 40 Australia Inc is steady at 743 members and 30 Sub-branches (or clubs);

UPDATE FROM NATIONAL PRESIDENT APEX 40 AUSTRALIA – Bryan Spencer;
Briefly, this is to inform Past Apexians that " there is life after Apex" I.e. Apex 40 Australia.
All past Apexians are most welcome to join Apex 40 Australia Inc including those many
Apexians who belong to their local “OASIS” (Old Apexians Still in Service) clubs.
Apex 40 was founded over 25 years ago in an endeavour to maintain friendships with
fellow Past Apexians. IT WORKS!!

Bryan Spencer 2017/2018
Apex 40 Australia Inc NP

We are Australia wide with over 700 strong who in the majority are members of clubs (called Sub Committees) or
Members at Large (M.A.L.)
Each year a weekend is held (called the RORT) where approx. 1 hour of business is conducted including National
Board elections, with the rest of the time enjoying friendship and fellowship. In 2018 the Rort will be held in
Launceston over 15th- 19th March 2018. More details on our webpage www.apex40.org.au
I take this opportunity to encourage Past Apexians to consider joining Apex 40.
For more information on Sub Committees in your area, I suggest contacting our Membership 'guru', Bob Ireland:
membership@apex40.com
I also invite you to check out the Apex 40 website to gain greater insight into our "family": www.apex40.org.au
Cheers Bryan Spencer. Apex 40 Australia Inc. President

In 2016, Apex 40 members celebrated 40 years of Apex 40 RORTS in Geelong; Birthplace of Apex Australia
Page | 15

What’s Happening? – E-newsletter of The Apex Foundation Ltd; Issue #4; February 2018

APEX CHILDRENS CHALET – FUND RAISING

Bills $$ for Beds
The Apex Children’s Chalet
The Magic Castle
Keep the Magic Alive
The Children’s Chalet (The Magic Castle) has been the jewel of the crown within the Apex
Foundation underprivileged children’s trust since 1979. The Chalet has helped over 25,000
underprivileged and disabled children from all over Australia by making their dreams come
true and having a holiday/ respite in the snow. To keep this DREAM ALIVE, we need your
help. Now you can be part of the dream by donating towards this wonderful Apex Icon.

Sponsorship Options
Sponsorship is for a period of 2 financial years – All donations over $2 are tax
deductable

Room

$2000
(Tax Deductable)

Beds
$395

$2000 donation will go towards the upkeep of the bedrooms and
heating as heating is very expensive in the alpine region. Help make the
child’s stay a little more comfortable. This donation will give individual/
club naming rights to the bedroom for 2 years and includes a plaque on
the door for all the children and carers to see.

$395 donation will go towards buying and maintaining the beds in the
Chalet with much needed new mattress’, doonas and pillows. This
donation will give you naming rights to individual/ club’s very own bed.

(Tax Deductable)
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Payment details:
Name: I_____________ would like to sponsor ROOM $2000 / BED $395 (please
circle)

Phone:
E-Mail:
Payment Method:
MasterCard VISA
(Please Circle)

AMEX

Card Number __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

__ __ __ __ __ __ __ __

Expiry: __/___
Signature:
Please post, fax or email your kind donation to:
APEX FOUNDATION LIMTED
LEVEL 5, 201 KENT ST SYDNEY NSW 2000
PH: 02 92537775 F: 02 92537117
E: info@apexfoundation.org.au

Cheques to be made payable to: Apex Foundation Limited (Chalet Account)
Post Cheques with this form to: Apex Foundation, Level 5, 201 Kent St. Sydney NSW 2000

EFT/ Direct Credit: payable to: Westpac Banking Corporation
BSB: 032- 099
Account No: 122687
Plaque Details
NAME - Club/ Company/ Individual _________________________
PERSONAL MESSAGE – optional (limit of 20 characters)
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APEX FOUNDATION
Level 5 AON Tower
201 Kent Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000
Phone 02 9253 7775
WEB; www.apexfoundation.org.au
EMAIL; info@apexfoundation.org.au
FACEBOOK; Follow us on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/apexfoundationltd/
The Apex Foundation is a not for profit, company limited by guarantee, charged with the management of funds raised by
thousands of Apexians from Apex Australia National Service Schemes such as Childrens Cancer, or from private donations,
over the years.
The Apex Foundation continues the great work of thousands of Apexians over the years who have raised funds through
Apex Australia National Service projects. On behalf of Apex, the Foundation has approx. $7m under management, and a
further $3m approx in properties for respite accommodation for underprivileged and chronically ill children and their
families.
Apex National Service projects that live on through the Foundation include; Autism est 1970 donated $570,000; Childrens’
Cancer est 1976 donated $2,228,000; Cranio Facial est 1984 donated $2,446,000; Diabetes est 1985 donated $1,270,000;
Melanoma est 1989 donated $1,110,000. These remaining funds are held in the Apex Foundation Charitable Trust.
Funds are held in the following trusts;
* Apex Foundation Charitable Trust (includes funding for research into Autism, Children's Cancer & Leukaemia, CranioFacial, Diabetes Mellitus and Melanoma);
* Apex Necessitous Circumstances Trust;
* Apex Underprivileged Children's Trust; (includes the Apex Children's Chalet (Magic Castle NSW), The Shoalhaven
Heads Apex Cottages for Kids (The SHACK NSW) & the Apex Copper Coast retreat in SA
* Apex Association of Civilian Widows NSW/ACT
* Civilian Widows of Queensland Foundation Trust;
* Association of Civilian Widows Trust of WA;
* Fine Arts Trust;
* Cowled Foundation Trust;
For more information on activities of the Apex Foundation, please visit our web page http://www.apexfoundation.org.au
To subscribe to our newsletter, click on “Subscribe to Newsletter” button and submit your details

SUBSCRIBE TO APEX FOUNDATION NEWSLETTERS;
Click on Link below
http://apexfoundation.us13.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=2b11e515ab923d48005c132f7&id=ba6daeb225
For back issues of the Apex Foundation newsletters, click on the following link;
http://www.apexfoundation.org.au/news-announcements
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We need your help—Membership
Our Mission Statement;
The Apex Foundation’s mission statement is to improve the quality of life of Australians who have special needs.
Our Vision;
Our vision is that all Australians will have the opportunity to realise their potential and participate fully in our
community.
Our Goals;
•

Exhibit leadership by identifying humanitarian initiatives to improve services to the community, and facilitate
their implementation;

•

Work collaboratively with the Association of Apex Clubs of Australia;

•

Contribute to material & effective research, activities and programs that contribute to social, economic and
social values;

Membership
Individual Membership to the Apex Foundation is offered to people of all ages.
Your membership assists our commitment to our mission of assisting the youth of Australia to gain an
equal chance at life. Annual Reports & regular newsletters will keep you updated on the progress of our
mission.
Category Fee (incl. GST)
•

Individual Annual $ 50;

•
•

Individual 3 Year $ 125
Gold Life Membership - $1,000

Club Memberships - Information available on request.
Contact the Sydney office (02 9253 7775) for more information or to request a membership form, or
download it from our webpage http://www.apexfoundation.org.au/get-involved/membership
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DONATIONS
Gifts to Apex Underprivileged Children’s Trust, Apex Foundation Charitable Trust and Necessitous
Circumstances Trust are tax deductible.
We seek donations to assist us in providing support for the many causes which these trusts support,
and provide a lifetime of support to the lives of young Australians.
Please see our “Donation” section on our web page;
http://www.apexfoundation.org.au/get-involved/donate for more information.

DONATE TODAY!...............
I would like to donate $_____________to support the ongoing work of the Apex Foundation.
Cheque (payable to the Apex Foundation)
Visa

Amex

Mastercard

Cardholder’s Name:
Card Number:

Expiry:

Signature:
Name:
Address:
Suburb:
Phone No:

Postcode:
Email :

Thank you for your donation. All gifts over $2 are tax deductible – a receipt will be sent.
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Keith Miller
For Apex Foundation Marketing/Membership Sub-Committee
millerk@bigpond.net.au
Mobile 0408 118 290 Home 02 4647 3203
PO Box 5
NARELLAN NSW 2567

We need your help. More contact details of past Apexians whom may not be
receiving our emails or e-newsletters.
CONTACT DETAILS; UPDATE OF OTHER PAST OR CURRENT APEXIANS
DETAIL
APEX CONTACT #1
APEX CONTACT #2
FIRST NAME

APEX CONTACT #3

APEX CONTACT #4

PARTNER
LAST NAME
ADDRESS
CITY
POSTCODE
HOME PHONE
MOBILE PHONE
WORK PHONE
EMAIL ADDRESS #1
EMAIL ADDRESS # 2
APEX HISTORY

LIFE MEMBER
Yes/No
If you would like to Unsubscribe to future emails from the Apex Foundation, please email millerk@bigpond.net.au
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Copy of Letter issued to all Capital City newspapers

LETTERS OR EMAILS TO THE EDITOR.
There are so many Apex stories and history out there. Why not share an Apex memory with us?
Email millerk@bigpond.net.au or write to PO Box 5 NARELLAN NSW 2567
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EMAILS/LETTER to Editor;
PORT PIRIE APEX
Port Pirie was a very strong club
back in my day; so strong in fact
that we once considered breaking
the club into two clubs, only to see
about 15 years ago the whole
structure collapse into oblivion. I
still run into Apexians from those
days. I find the concept of reconnecting past Apexians rather
exciting and would like to
contribute as best I can.
Gordon Walters LM Port Pirie SA
BAROSSA VALLEY APEX
I will check out the Apex
Foundation Web page.
I have fond memories of Apex as
my Dad, Geoff Miller (no longer
with us sadly) was a Life member
Barossa Valley Apex. I was also in
Barossa Valley for 13 years.

APEX FOUNDATION ENEWSLETTER
Congratulations Keith, for all your
work with the November 2017
issue of the Apex Foundation
newsletter. It really is an amazing
job and makes for very interesting
reading.
I wish you luck in finding more exApexians.
Barry & Joyce Leavett-Brown
LM Penrith NSW
PDF ATTACHMENT MISSING
NOVEMBER 2017 ISSUE
Thanks for sending me a separate
PDF copy of the November 2017
issue of “What’s Happening”.
At 89 years of age, I can switch my
Apple computer on and follow
simple steps, but I’m too old to try
and pretend that I understand
anything.

KINGAROY

I got your #3 issue of the enewsletter, and it was simply a joy
to read about a whole lot of
familiar names and friends of
yesteryear.

Thanks for the kind words. As you
would appreciate, the passion for
Apex never dies.

I hope that your computer
technical advisers find a simple
solution.

I have all the club records and
memorabilia for Kingaroy Apex in
my shed for access by our past
members.

I am grateful for what you have
done so far.

Made some lifelong friends.
Steve Miller ex Barossa Valley SA

It has been 40 years since Apex
built the Senior Citizens Centre in
Kingaroy. Unfortunately, today the
Apex contribution is being
overshadowed by a private firm.
John Box LM Kingaroy QLD

David & Beverley Bird OAM
LM Albany WA

Chairman back in the 1980’s, I did
2 weeks in WA, and we were
hosted by Rick and Carol at their
Kalamunda home.
Several years later, on a Christmas
Day, Rick & Carol attended the
morning service of our local
church. After the surprise
encounter, Rick explained that his
late mother and father were part
of that local church.
I had never really put them
together, and you could say I had
never really closed the Gates!!!!!
Warren Lyons ex Baulkham Hills
APEX PAPUA NEW GUINEA
I was an inaugural member of the
Apex Club of Boroko PNG in the
1970’s. Our sponsor club was Port
Moresby.
Our goal was to induct PNG
Nationals into Apex and to do
charitable work, as well as enact
the Ideals (and drink a lot). We
were part of a Qld district.
One memory was our club visit
(side-saddle in a DC3) to the Zone
Convention at Magnetic Island in
Qld. Our President (Bill) slept on
the beach wrapped in the first PNG
flag to be displayed in Australia,
together with another tearaway,
Squizzy Taylor, who almost died
from alcohol poisoning.
Henry Sims ex Boroko PMG Apex

RUSTY GATES WA
Thanks for a good read. When I
got to the letters to the editor, I
was pleased to see a letter from
Rick (Rusty) Gates.
When I was National Citizenship
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