
A p e x in 
action 

 YES! I want to be a supporter of the Apex Family!

I would like to donate the amount of: $ ________________

Payment Method (please tick) : 

❑	CHQ     ❑	M/C      ❑	DINERS     ❑	AMEX     ❑	VISA

Card Number:  __ __ __ __/ __ __ __ __/ __ __ __ __/ __ __ __ __   

Expiry Date:  _____/____/ ____   Signature:  ___________________

       

Name on Card:  _________________________________________               
Ph:  02 9253 7775  

Fax:  02 9253 7117  
Email:  info@apexfoundation.org.au  

PLEASE POST TO:  
APEX FOUNDATION, LEVEL 5, 
201 KENT ST SYDNEY NSW 2000 

CHEQUES PAYABLE TO:   THE APEX FOUNDATION
Donations over $2 are tax deductible

Apex and the 
Melanoma Foundation
The Melanoma Foundation’s association with the Apex Foundation 
commenced in 1982 when Steve Bennett, Danny Bourke and Charles 
Leddingham asked the Apex Club of Moree to nominate melanoma 
as the next Apex National Service Scheme.

The National campaign was highly successful raising just under 
$700,000.  These funds have been managed through the Melanoma 
Apex Trust.

Melanoma is a major Australian health problem. Figures for 2003 
show it to be the second most common cancer in men and women 
with over 3,000 cases per year in NSW alone. 

Australia has the highest incidence of melanoma in the world. In the 
overall population of Australia, melanoma ranks as the third most 
common cancer.

Skin cancer is a disease of the body’s skin cells. Our bodies are always 
making new skin cells to replace those that die. Sometimes this 
process goes out of control and cells divide rapidly to develop a lump 
or “tumour”. Melanoma – sometimes called “malignant” melanoma 
– is the most dangerous of all skin cancers. It is less common than the 
others, but because it can be deadly, early recognition is vital.

The fi rst sign of a malignant melanoma is generally the enlargement 
of a mole, freckle or birthmark. However, some melanomas may arise 
from normal looking skin. A mole, freckle or birthmark can grow 
either by spreading across the skin or becoming raised and lumpy. It 
may also change colour – usually darker or blacker, but sometimes it 
may lose colour and become pink.

The most common site for melanoma in men is on the back and for 
women, on the legs. In the past 12 months, the Apex Foundation’s 
Melanoma Trust has donated $30,000 to fund further research into 
melanoma.

With the continued support of Apex, the Melanoma Foundation 
continues to educate medical professionals and the wider community 
about the signifi cance of this most aggressive cancer.
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You may not realise it, but as a member of 
the Apex Family, you are a stakeholder in the 
miraculous transformation of a young man’s life.

Putu was born in Bali with a face no-one could 
look at. Horribly disfi gured, with a gaping hole in 
the centre of his head, he had no chance of ever 
getting a job and leading any kind of life.

At 13, he came to Australia for an operation 
performed by Professor David David, head of 
the Australian Cranio-Facial Unit in Adelaide. 
This unit was established with the help of a major 
donation from Apex nearly 30 years ago. The 
Apex Foundation has continued to support the 
Cranio-Facial Unit’s work with annual donations 
ever since.

Putu was thrilled with the results of his fi rst 
operation and said he would now be able to 
become a taxi driver, as that was the best job in 
Bali.

A short while ago and now 19, Putu came back for 
his most recent surgery. The results are pictured. 

Not only has his face been put back together, but 
he has achieved his ambition. Putu now spends his 
days hard at work behind the wheel of his taxi.

What better confi rmation of the value of being 
part of the Apex Family.

Miracle

Right  The new team National Vice-President Rick Hose 
and President Phil Pregnell.

YOU helped to Create                   Putu’s  

National President Phil Pregnell took on the chains of offi ce at the recent Port National President Phil Pregnell took on the chains of offi ce at the recent Port 
Lincoln National Convention. He will be supported in his role by National Lincoln National Convention. He will be supported in his role by National 
Vice-President Rick Hose. 

Phil has a long record as an enthusiastic Apexian and is keen to see the 
organisation prosper from his term as President. Both he and Rick Hose are 
strong drivers of the current membership marketing campaign on regional 
television throughout the country.

Phil has the distinction of the integration of Association and 
Foundation being completed on his watch. While integration 
will have little impact on the public face of the operation, it will 
open the way for implementing further effi ciencies and cost 
savings.

Changing of the 
Guard
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